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m  vsftY  sesT  to  you  Am  wms! 


.  .  .  FIRST  WOMAN  TO. COUNTY  COUNCIL 

five  New  COUNT iss  away 

Following  their  election  in  December,  the  Councils  for  the 
County  of  Smoky  Lake  No.  13  and  the  County  of  Lccombe  No.  14 
were  sworn  in  at  their  first  meetings  held  January  3.  Both  counties 
hove  seven-member  councils. 

First  woman  in  the  Province  to  be  elected  to  a  County  Council  is 
Mrs.  Susan  Atkinson,  who  represents  Division  4 of  the  new  County  of 
Lacombe. 

Smoky  Lake  and  Lacombe  are  two  of  five  new  counties  formed  in 
Albertaon  January  1,  1961  by  the  amalgamation  of  municipal  districts 
and  school  divisions.  The  others  are  the  County  of  Sturgeon  River  No. 
15;  the  County  of  Wheatland  No.  16;  the  County  of  Mountain  View 
No.  17.  These  three  were  not  erected  in  time  to  hold  their  elections 
prior  to  January  1,  and  consequently  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  ad- 
ministrators to  conduct  their  affairs  until  councillors  are  elected  and 
sworn  into  office  on  March  6.  With  five  new  formations,  this  is  a 
record  for  any  one  year,  the  last  being  three  counties  formed  in  1958. 


The  complete  list  of  Alberta  Counties  with  the  year 
establishment  (dating  from  January  1  in  each  case)  follows: 


of  their 


1951: 

1952: 

1953 
1954 
1955 

1958: 


Grande  Prairie  No. 
Vulcan  No.  2 
Ponoka  No.  3 
Newell  No.  4 
Warner  No.  5 
Stettler  No.  6 
Thorhild  No.  7 
Forty  Mile  No.  8 
Beaver  No.  9 
Wetaskiwin  No.  10 


1        1959:    Barrhead  No.  11 
Athabasca  No.  12 
1961:   Smoky  Lake  No.  13 
Lacombe  No.  14 
Sturgeon  River  No.  15 
Wheatland  No.  16 
Mountain  View  No.  17 


W.  F  .  (Fred)  Broadstock,  veteran  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Town 
of  Jasper  Place,  retired  on  December  31  last  after  twenty-six  years 
of  municipal  service. 

Born  at  Churchdown,  Gloucester, 
England,  on  May  9,  1882,  Mr.  Broadstock 
^1  migrated  to  Canada  on  the  advice  of  his 

physician  in  1905.  In  his  long  career  he  was 
a  soldier,  a  bookkeeper,  a  homesteader,  a 
school  teacher  and  a  farmer  before  being 
appointed  assessor  and  assistant  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  old  Municipal  District  of 
Spruce  Grove  No.  519  in  1935.  Three  years 
later,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  secretary - 
treasurer  and  in  1942  when  Spruce  Grove 
was  absorbed  by  the  Municipal  District  of 
Stony  Plain  No.  84,  Mr.  Broadstock  became 
assistant  secretary-treasurer  of  the  enlarged 
.  district. 

On  December  31,  1949,  Jasper  Place  became  a  village  and  the 
new  village  council  "borrowed"  Fred  Broadstock  to  fill  the  secretary- 
treasurer's  position.  November  6,  1950,  when  the  village  became  a 
town,  he  retained  the  position. 


I       OrriCIALS  RSVISW  i960  I 

Interest  in  the  county  form  of  government  will  continue  to  in- 
crease throughout  1961 ,  according  to  Deputy  Minister  A.  W,  Morrison 
in  a  brief  year-end  review  and  forecast  appearing  below.  Other 
Departmental  officials  report  an  extremely  busy  year  just  concluded 
and  look  forward  to  a  greater  demand  than  ever  for  the  services  pro- 
vided by  their  respective  Branches  during  1961. 

Reference  is  made  by  Noel  Dant,  Director  of  Town  and  Rural 
Planning,  to  the  forthcoming  move  of  the  Department  of  Municipal 
Affairs  from  the  centre  wing  of  the  Highways  Building  to  the  Sun 
Building  in  downtown  Edmonton.  The  big  move  is  expected  to  take 
place  "early  in  the  new  year.  " 

Reviews  by  Departmental  officials  follow: 

While  as  was  predicted  last  year  in  these  columns,  tax  col  lections 
fell  off  considerably  from  figures  of  the  previous  year,  one  prediction 

f fortunately  proven  to  be  incorrect.  Reserves  of  the 
municipalities,  notwithstanding  poorer  collections, 
I  increased  substantially  which  is  an  indication  of 

|,  4-^  ^          good  management  on  the  port  of  the  councils 

I  generally. 


The  increased  interest  in  the  county  form  of 
y    government  is  reflected  in  the  organization  of  five 
new  counties  effective  January  1st,   1961.  It  is 
predicted  that  the  year  1961  will  see  even  greater  interest  and  the 
formation  of  at  least  another  five  counties  to  take  effect  early  in  1 962. 

The  year  1961  should  see  a  levelling  off  in  costs,  particularly 
those  affecting  schools,  with  requisitions  upon  municipalities  increas- 
ing, but  only  at  a  rate  to  keep  pace  with  increased  enrollment  and 
normal  expansion. 

The  year  1960  has  been  one  of  accomplishment  with,  it  is  sug- 
gested, even  greater  things  in  store  for  the  coming  year. 

A.W.  Morrison, 
Deputy  Minister 

*  *  *  * 

ASSESSMENT  COMMISSION 

Completion  of  the  new  Assessment  Manual  and  its  adoption  for 
use  in  1959  did  notrelieve  this  Office  of  further  responsibility  in  that 
regard.  We  have  during  the  past  year  devoted  considerable  time  and 
effort  in  expanding  the  coverage  provided  in  this  Manual  at  the  time 
of  original  distribution.  This  need  will  always  be 
with  us  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  further  add- 
itions will  be  provided  in  1961.  There  has,  in 
addition,  been  numerous  instances  where  on  the 
ground  assistance  has  been  given  by  personnel 
from  this  Off  ice  to  assessors  who  were  confronted 
with  a  problem  in  assessment  in  regard  to  a  spec- 
ific type  of  property  and  for  which  no  provision 
had  been  made  in  the  Manual.  This  staff  has,  by 
correspondence,  dealt  with  something  in  excess 
of  eleven  hundred  queries  in  respect  to  assessments  as  presented  by 
assessors  throughout  the  Province. 

(To  Page  9) 
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AULD  LANG  SYNE 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot, 
And  never  brought  to  min'? 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot. 
And  days  o'  long  syne? 

Chorus: 

For  auld  long  syne,  my  dear. 

For  auld  long  syne; 
We'll  tok  a  cup  o'  kindness  yet. 

For  auld  long  syne. 

We  two  hae  run  about  the  braes, 

And  pu't  the  gowans  fine; 
But  we've  wandered  monie  a  weary  foot. 

Sin'  auld  long  syne. 

And  here's  a  hand,  my  trusty  fiere. 

And  gie's  a  hand  o'  thine; 
And  we'll  tak  a  right  guid  will ie-waught. 

For  aul d  long  syne. 

o  Robert  Burns 


COULIf  8C  A  BIG  NEW  YEAm 

This  being  the  firstmonth  of  oursixth  yeorof  publication  it  seems 
quite  appropriate  for  us  to  take  a  quick  look  backwards  .  .  .  and 
ahead.  That's  why  we  start  the  new  volume  (as  we  have  the  past  three) 
with  a  few  words  from  people  in  the  Department.  We  asked  them  for 
(a)  a  brief  summaryof  their  activities  in  1960,  and  (b)  a  hint  of  what 
the  new  year  might  bring. 

As  you  read  their  answers,  you  will  see  they  have  placed  the 
emphasison  what  has  al ready  taken  place.  This  shouldn'tsurprise  any- 
one because  reviews  are  invariably  less  difficult  than  forecasts.  For 
example,  what  did  the  man  on  the  street  know  (at  the  gate  of  1960) 
about  a  device  designated  only  as  the  U-2?  And  who  could  foretell 
the  macabre  circus  on  Flushing  Meadows  where  the  sound  of  a  shoe 
banging  the  rostrum  was  heard  round  the  world? 

Inside  Alberta  who  knew  what  would  happen  to  Bill  95  before 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Agriculture,  Colonization,  Immigration 
and  Education?  Or  that  there  would  be  such  a  bill  in  the  first  place? 

And  in  April,  when  we  ran  Jack  McKay's  article  "They  Have 
Got  to  be  Safe!  ",  did  anyone  anticipate  the  tragedy  at  Lamont  that 
was  to  shock  the  nation  eight  months  later? 

It  Is  well  we  can't  be  certain  what  lies  up  the  road,  for  if  we 
stop  our  whistling,  there  is  such  a  cose  for  pessimism.  Misgivings  we 
shall  admit;  but  pessimism  must  have  no  place  in  our  thoughts.  And 
even  though  they  are  not  always  completed,  we  shall  continue  to 
make  big  plans.  Bigger  than  ever. 

So  the  first  five  volumesof  The  COUNSELLOR  are  on  the  record, 
and  here  we  are  at  the  start  of  another.  Our  wish  for  the  months  ahead 
is  that  we  may  all  have  wit  enough  to  recognize  the  wealth  of  our 
opportunities  and  courage  enough  to  make  the  most  of  them. 

In  which  case,  we  predict  1961  will  be  a  real  big  year.  • 


SHORT  TITLE 


Recent  news  stories  continue  to  refer  to  "The  Board  of  Public 
Utility  Commissioners".  Unbidden  and  uncoached,  mind  you,  we're 
not  going  to  suggest  that  the  term  is  wrong;  we're  merely  wondering 
if  reporters  have  read  the  opening  section  of  Part  I  of  The  Public 
Utilities  Board  Act  where  it  says  "The  Board  of  Public  Utility  Com- 
missioners is  hereby  continued  under  the  styleand  title  of  the  'Public 
Utilities  Board'. " 

The  Board's  new  title  saves  type  and  is  much  easier  to  say.  Two 
reasons,  probably,  why  the  change  was  made.  • 


Old  gardeners  never  die  -  they  just  spade  away. 


SECRETARY'S 
 CALENDAR 

Municipal  Districts 

Every  Month 

5th-Within  5  days  after  the  end  of  each  month  secretary-treasurer 
shall  prepare  statement  of  moneys  received  and  their  disposition, 
submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  a  copy  in  the  minutes. 
Sec.  61(1)  (v). 

Feb.  1  -  Auditor's  Financial  Statement  prepared.  Sec.  68(1). 
Feb.  10  -  Secretary-treasurer  to  mail  auditor's  statement.  Sec  . 
68(6). 

Feb.  7  to  10  -  Meeting  and  nom  ination  notices  in  Forms  3  and  4 
Schedule  A.    Sec.  97  and  101 . 

Feb.  11  -  Council  shall  appoint  enumerators.  Sec.  110(1). 

Feb.  15  -  Prepare  assessment  roll  prior  to  this  date.  Sec.  26 
(Assessment  Act) . 

On  or  before  April  1st  submit  certificate  of  assessments  to  school 
and  municipal  hospital  authorities.  Sec.  284  and  297  (School  Act)  . 
Sec.  110  (Municipal  Hospital  Act). 

Feb.  18  -  Nomination  meeting.  Sec.  96(1)  (3)  (6)  and  102. 

Feb.  18  -  Nominations  shall  be  received  from  3  to  4  p.m.  Sec. 

103. 

Feb.  20  -  Withdrawal  of  Candidate  within  48  hours  after  close 
of  nominations.  Sec.  108. 

Feb.  21  -  After  expiry  of  48  hours  from  close  of  nominations, 
enumerators  shal  1  prepare  list  of  qualified  persons  noton  list  of  electors. 
Sec.  113  and  114. 

Secretary-treasurer  shall  complete  listof  electors  and  certify  on 
the  2nd  Saturday  of  March.  Sec.  116  to  119. 

Feb.  28  -  Auditor  shall  send  notice  to  at  least  15%  of  taxpayers 
in  arrears.  Sec.  67(5). 

Assessment  si  ips  to  be  mailed  prior  to  March  1st.  Sec.  28  (Assess- 
ment Act) . 

Appoint  Court  of  Revision.  Sec.  32   Assessment  Act). 

Advise  complainants  re  Court  of  Revision.  Sec.  38  (Assessment 

^^^^ '  Towns  and  Villages 

Every  Month 

15th-Secretary-treasurer  shall  prepare  statement  of  moneys  received 
and  their  disposition,  submit  to  council  at  next  meeting  and  enter  in 
minutes.  Sec.  67(r). 

Feb.  1  -  Auditor  shall  prepare  statements.  Sec.  76(1). 

Feb.  6  -  Secretary-treasurershall  postnoticesof  annual  meeting. 
Sec.  125(2). 

Feb.  13  -  Secretary-treasurer  shall  publish  synopsis  of  auditor's 
report.  Sec.  76(5). 

Feb.  13  -  Annual  meeting  of  electors.  Sec.  125(1).  Submission 
of  reports.  Sec.  126(1). 

On  or  before  April  1st  certificate  of  assessments  to  school  and 
municipal  hospital  authorities.  Sec.  284  and  297  (School  Act).  Sec. 
110  (Municipal  Hospital  Act). 

Feb.  15  -  Prepare  assessment  roll  prior  to  February  15.  Sec.  26 
(Assessment  Act) . 

Feb.  28  -  Auditor  to  send  notice  to  25%  of  taxpayers  who  have 
not  paid  in  full.  Sec.  74(5). 

March  1  -  Assessment  si  ips  to  be  mailedprior  to  March  1st.  Sec. 
28  (Assessment  Act). 

Appoint  Court  of  Revision.  Sec.  32  (Assessment  Act). 

Advise  complainants  re  Court  of  Revision.  Sec.  38  (Assessment 
Act). 

;f  ^  ^  ^ 

Edmonton,   capital  of  Alberta,   is  tne  only  city  in  Canada  to 

operate  its  own  telephone  system. 

*  *  *  * 

The  best  time  to  tackle  a  minor  problem  is  before  he  grows  up. 


THIS  MONTH 


AGRICULTURE  in  the  ECONOMY 

By  Hon.  L.C.  Halmrast,  Minister  of  Agriculture  3 

EMPLOYMENT  and  INDUSTRY 

By  D.I.  Istvanffy,  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  4 

COMPARISON  of  GRANTS  &  TAXES  for  1959  (Villages) 

Co-npiled  by  T.  D.  Bruce,  Statistician,  DMA  5,6  and  7 

Index  for  1960   8 
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THS  PLACE  or 

AemULTURS  IN  THS  SCONOMY 

BY  HON.  L.C.  HALMRAST,  MINISTER  OF  AGRICULTURE 

AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  52ncl  CONVENTION  OF  THE  ALBERTA  ASSOCIATION  OF  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICTS 


Much  is  being  said  today  about  agriculture's  position  to  the 
economic  well-being  of  our  country.  Is  agriculture  losing  out  to  the 
industrial  development  in  our  Province?  Is  agriculture  going  to  be- 
come big  business  and  squeeze  out  the  family-sized  farm?  Must  the 
farmer  look  to  the  Governments  for  more  and  continued  assistance  to 
maintain  his  operation?  These  are  some  of  the  questions  being  asked 
and  considered  by  farm  folk  and  government  officials  alike. 

In  Alberta  we  find  agriculture  compares  to  industry  as  follows: 
In  1959  the  value  of  field  crop  production  in  Alberta  amounted  to 
$375  million  and  livestock  products  $308  million.  This  makes  a  total 
of  $683,000,000.  Forthesame  year  (1959)  the  value  of  our  industrial 
production  was:  mineral  products,  $380  million;  manufactured  pro- 
ducts, $880  million.  (Note:  a  good  share  of  this  latter  figure  was 
from  the  processing  of  agricultural  production  ...e.g.,  packing  plants 
and  flour  mills  alone  produced  $300  million  worth). 

Will  big  business  take  over  the  smaller  farms?  There  is  a  trend 
toward  larger  farms.  Our  farm  population  has  gone  down  from  79,424 
in  1956  to  75, 618  in  1960,  a  drop  of  3,806  in  a  period  of  four  years. 
This  trend  indicates  that  some  of  our  smaller  farmers  have  sold  their 
holdings  to  others.  The  average  farm  has  increased  in  size.  Quite 
often  this  is  done  by  our  senior  farmers  who  want  to  retire,  and  by  the 
marginal  farmer  who  finds  it  difficult  to  operate  a  small  unit.  My 
Department  has  taken  over  several  farms  and  included  them  in  com- 
munity pastures. 

I  don't  think  the  size  of  a  farm  has  too  much  to  do  with  a  farmer's 
livelihood.  We  find  quarter  and  half  section  farms  thriving  where 
livestock  and  poultry  production  predominates.  The  same  is  true  of 
purebred  seed  producers.  I  will  have  more  to  say  about  economic 
farms  and  their  care  presently. 

Must  we  look  to  governments  for  assistance  in  the  years  that  lie 
ahead?  I  think  so,  to  some  extent.  I  don't  mean  to  encourage  bad 
farm  practices  or  to  keep  farmers  on  sub-marginal  land  that  will  not 
produce  a  fair  income.  I  think  on  the  basis  of  farm  hazards  and  un- 
certain prices  of  farm  commodities,  some  assistance  is  justified. 
Farmers  are  engaged  in  a  risk-reward  economy. 

The  Federal  Government  is  presently  prepared  to  pay  support 
prices  on  16 commodities.  These  include  butter,  cheese,  hogs,  wool  , 
eggs,  cattle,  lambs,  honey,  soybeans,  sugar  beets,  wheat,  oats  and 
barley  in  Ontario,  tomatoes  in  B.C.,  turkeys  and  sunflower  seeds  in 
Manitoba.  I  think  we  can  justify  some  government  support  to  farmers. 
I  say  this  because  of  agriculture's  price-income  problem. 

Farm  incomes  have  declined,  especial ly  relative  to  non-farm  in- 
comes. Current  forecasts  indicate  a  further  disparity  in  the  future  . 
Farmers  are  confronted  with  rising  costs  and  lagging  prices.  Many 
resources  now  in  agriculture,  especially  human  resources,  are  not 
earning  asmuch  as  they  could  elsewhere.  In  industryover  an  11  year 
period  the  output  of  man  hours  increased  3.1%.  In  the  same  period 
the  farmer  increased  his  output  6.2%. 

In  recent  years,  Canadian  and  U.S.  farmers  have  produced  each 
year  6  to  8%  more  agricultural  produce  than  they  could  sell  in  the 
normal  domestic  and  foreign  markets  at  acceptable  prices.  At  the 
same  time  non-farmer  income  increased  35%  while  the  farm  income 
decreased  21%  during  this  period. 

GOALS  of  SOCIETY 

In  our  society  we  have  set  certain  goals  which  include  such  things 
as  progress,  stability,  freedom,  security  and  justice.  Our  agricultural 
goals  embrace  these  and  include  such  items  as  incomes  comparable 
with  the  rest  of  society,  stability  of  income,  efficiency,  maintenance 
of  the  family  farm  and  an  adequate  food  supply  for  our  country  with 
some  to  spare  for  other  countries  in  need. 

Agriculture  is  important  to  our  province  and  to  Canada.  Farmers 
are  not  only  producers  but  very  important  as  consumers.  We  are  in- 
formed by  the  Economics  Division  of  the  Canada  Department  of  Agri- 


culture that  there  are  1,000,000  cars,  trucks  and  tractors  on  Canadian 
farms  and  that  their  annual  expenses,  excluding  depreciation,  are 
more  than  $400  million. 

The  manufacture  of  agricultural  machinery  gives  work  to  more 
than  10, 000  people  with  apayroll  of  over  $42  mi  II  ion.  In  Alberta  we 
find  our  farmers  to  date  have  invested  more  than  $608  million  in  Im- 
plements and  machinery  or  about  21%  of  the  Canadian  total.  Since 
1944  our  farmers  hove  purchased  repairs  to  machinery  to  the  extent  of 
$103,654,000. 

This  year,  1960,  we  seeded  to  wheat  5,060,000  acres  that  will 
produce  an  estimated  100, 000, 000  bushels,  oats  2,730,000  acres  and 
barley  3,490,000  acres. 

In  cash  income  from  the  sale  of  farm  products  Alberta  stands  third 
in  Canada,  following  Ontario  and  Saskatchewan  only. 

FUTURE  PROSPECTS 

What  does  the  future  hold  for  agriculture?  I  believe  the  future 
holds  promise  for  individuals  who  will  apply  themselves  seriously  to 
the  business  of  farming  and  ranching.  They  will  need  assistance  from 
Agricultural  Economists  to  analyse  farm  costs  and  advice  from  Farm 
Management  Specialists  on  the  operation  of  a  well  balanced  farm.  I 
want  to  say  we  will  add  to  our  staff  more  of  these  specialists. 

We  can  expect  an  increase  in  population  so  must  increase  our 
food  supply  accordingly.  It  is  estimated  that  by  1975  we  will  need  to 
increase  our  food  supply  by  40%. 

in  1900  one  farmer  produced  enough  for  himself  and  6  others 
In  1920  one  farmer  produced  enough  for  himself  and  7  others 
In  1940  one  farmer  produced  enough  for  himself  and  10  others 
In  1958  one  farmer  produced  enough  for  himself  and  23  others 

Looking  at  the  economic  prospects  for  Alberta  farms,  we  see  con- 
tinuing pressures  toward  livestock,  more  machinery,  more  land  and 
less  labor. 

There  is  a  pressing  need  for  farmers  to  consider  carefully  their 
alternatives,  both  on  farms  and  off  farms.  We  must  give  more  study  to 
consumption,  marketing  and  policy.  We  should  study  more  seriously 
the  response  of  fertilizers  on  different  soil  types,  possible  combin- 
ations of  hay  and  grains  in  cattle  feeding,  balanced  rations  for  hogs 
etc.  More  needs  to  be  done  on  farm  cost  studies  to  determine  cost  and 
profits  for  different  form  commodities  and  we  have  made  some  studies 
in  respect  to  this  that  are  helpful. 

With  form  investments  running  from  $30,000  to  $250,000  and 
annual  farm  expenses  amounting  to  one-quarter  to  one-third  of  this 
investment,  we  find  that  seat-of-the-pants  decisions  are  no  longer 
adequate. 

We  area  progressive  Province.  By  taking  forthright  steps  we  can 
be  assuredof  better  informed  farmers  and  on  agriculture  economical  ly 
adjusted  to  benefit  not  only  farmers  but  our  society  as  a  whole.  • 


Hon.  LEONARD  CHRISTIAN  HALMRAST,  Alberta's 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  was  born  October  10,  1899,  at  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  but  has  lived  in  Alberta  since  the  age  of 
thirteen . 

A  sheep  rancher  and  farmer,  he 
was  a  director  of  Southern  Alberta 
Sheep  Breeders  Association .  From  1935 
to  1946  he  was  a  school  trustee,  and 
for  the  last  three  years  of  this  period 
was  vice  president  of  the  A  I  b  e  r  t  a 
School  Trustees  Association. 


Mr.  Halmrast  has  been  a  Member 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  since  1 945. 
His  first  cabinet  appointment  was  in 
1953  as  Minister  of  Public  Welfare.  He 
has  held  his  present  portfolio  since  January  5,  1954. 
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SMPIOYMSNT  INDUSTtty 


BY  D.I.  ISTVANFFY,  DIRECTOR, 
ALBERTA  BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 


FROM  AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  UNION  OF  ALBERTA  MUNICIPALITIES'  CONVENTION  AT  LETHBRIDGE 


My  topic  for  this  address  was  announced  as  "Industrial  Develop- 
ment" which  was  purposely  as  specific  as  saying  that  church  services 
are  usually  held  on  Sunday.  Nevertheless,  it  was  chosen,  not  only 
because  it  is  a  subject  close  to  my  heart,  but  because  in  industrial 
development  I  ies  ouronlyreal  hope.  In  this  particular  context  I  mean, 
first,  all  forms  of  industry  development:  Agriculture,  mining,  manu- 
facturing, construction,  service. 

Let  us  look  at  the  prospects  of  each  industry  as  an  absorber  of 
additional  labor  over  the  next  few  years. 

Agriculture:  Quite  bluntly,  the  agricultural  industry  cannot  be 
expected  to  absorb  a  significantly  larger  number  of  the  labor  force  . 
Until  Canada's  population  doubles  there  is  no  real  reason  why  our 
agricultural  production  should  increase.  If  times  are  bad  elsewhere, 
larger  numbers  may  remain  on  the  farms  for  awhile;  but  on  the  whole 
the  farms  are  a  source  of  labor  supply  for  other  industries. 

Mining:  A  surge  of  new  employment  was  engendered  following 
the  Leduc  oil  discovery,  but  even  with  increased  gas  exports  we  can- 
not expect  to  much  more  than  maintain  the  current  work  force.  Of 
course,  if  new  minerals  are  discovered,  or  if  the  iron  deposits  of  the 
Crowsnest  or  the  Peace  River  prove  workable,  there  will  be  another 
surge  to  a  new  plateau. 

Construction:    As  an  industry,  particularly  in  Canada,  this  has 

both  merits  and  weaknesses.  Its  main  weakness  is  its  seasonality  

though  perhaps  new  construction  techniques  and  perhaps  a  willingness 
on  the  part  of  government  at  least,  to  expect  and  pay  for  an  increase 
in  unit  costs  for  winter  work,  may  reduce  this  factor.  It  is  also  very 
susceptible  to  influences  from  other  sectors  of  the  economy.  When 
any  of  them  weaken,  construction  usually  does  too,  almost  as  a  matter 
of  principle  it  seems. 

Itsmain  merit  is  that  it  can  expand  very  rapidly;  and  is  especially 
beneficial  because  it  absorbs  readily  large  numbers  of  unskilled  and 
semi-skilled  persons.  Generally  speaking  it  can  be  counted  on  to 
accentuate  the  problems  in  boom  or  in  bust.  In  booms  it  makes  the 
labor  very  short;  in  busts  it  rapidly  shrinks  to  minimuri  working  size  . 
It  is  only  as  healthy  as  the  rest  of  the  economy.  The  way  to  keep  the 
construction  industry  healthy  is  to  keep  the  country  prosperous. 

Except  in  the  very  short  run  it  cannot  be  used  as  the  medicine 
to  cure  unhealthy  situations  in  the  economy  generally.  Because  of 
its  very  nature  it  tends  to  aggrevate  rather  than  to  solve  problems. 

Service  Industries:  These  industries  grow  and  develop  as  a  function 
of  population  and  of  general  prosperity.  Personally  I  don't  think  a 
great  deal  can  be  done  to  speed  their  evolution — though  unfortunately, 
it  is  easy  to  slow  their  growth  if  the  business  climate  is  poor.  How- 
ever they  are  extremely  important  economically  and  labor  wise.  In 
mature  economics  like  Great  Britain's  or  that  of  the  U.S.A.,  they 
can  provide  employment  for  nearly  50%  of  the  labor  force,  in  general 
they  indicate  the  level  of  civil  ization  a  country  or  area  has  reached. 
Because  they  do  not  actually  produce  physical  goods,  they  do  not 
produce  new  wealth.  They  do  indicate  what  we  can  afford,  either 
individually  or  collectively. 

Manufacturing  Industries:  I  purposely  left  this  group  to  the  last. 
You  have  often  heard  itsaid  that  the  biggest  single  slice  of  Canada's 
labor  force  is  in  manufacturing.  Well  I  am  going  over  it  again: 

1.  Because  it  affects  us  and  our  children  directly;  and 

2.  Bee  ause  for  the  next  decade  it  is  most  likely  to  be  the  one 
sector  of  the  Canadian  economy  where  every  time  we  make  a  purchase 
we  can  casta  vote  which  will  decide  whether  our  children,  our  neigh- 
bors, our  friends  will  have  jobs  and  better  jobs;  and 

3.  Because  prosperity  in  manufacturing  does  so  much  to  stimulate 
prosperity  in  all  other  sectors  of  the  economy;  and 

4.  Because,  as  officials  in  your  home  municipalities,  you  each 
make  decisions  on  a  large  scale  which  decree  whether  work  will  be 
done  in  your  home  municipality,  in  another  part  of  Canada,  or  in 
some  other  foreign  country  of  the  world. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  BALANCE 


Total  Exports  of  Canada 

(1958) 

$4928  mil 

1  ion 

Total  Imports  of  Canada 

(1958) 

$5192  mil 

1  ion 

Raw  materials 

$  905  mil 

1  ion 

Partially  manufactured 

$  252  mil 

1  ion 

Fully  or  chiefly  manufactu 

red 

$4036  mil 

1  ion 

Out  of  over  $5  billion  worth  of  goods  imported  into  Canada  in 
1958,  over  $4  billion  worth  were  fully  or  chiefly  manufactured.  Into 
Alberta  we  import  well  over  a  quarter-bil I  ion  dol lars  of  those  foreign 
manufactured  goods,  and  probably  an  equal  amount  from  central 
Canada. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  these  Canadian  imports  provided  year 
round  employment  for  around  600,000  persons  in  other  countries. 

The  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Canada,  Mr.  Coyne,  has  been 
stumping  the  country  for  a  year  now,  emphasizing  over  and  over  again 
that  the  only  way  we  can  provide  a  firm  base  for  a  prosperous  Canada 
is  to  reduce  our  excessive  dependence  on  imports.  It  is  most  unfor- 
tunate, most  unfortunate,  that  so  many  of  our  newspapers  are  choos- 
ing to  play  up  his  minor  theme  about  loose  money  or  tight  money,  and 
so  forth,  and  are  choosing  to  gloss  over  his  main  theme  that  our  sal- 
vation lies  in  reducing  our  imports  and  in  manufacturing  for  our  own 
needs. 

Now  we  can't  hope  to  cut  off  imports  of  manufactured  goods,  and 
so  put  600,000  Canadians  to  work  tomorrow.  But  we  can  capture  a 
sense  of  purpose,  of  direction,  which  will  affect  our  decisions  when 
we  choose  our  product  and  our  supplier.  Surely,  it  is  false  economy 
with  the  one  hand  to  pay  out  less  money  for  an  ostensibly  cheaper 
foreign  product,  and  with  the  other  hand  pay  out  more  in  taxes  and 
unemployment  insurance  to  support  fellow  Canadians  in  the  ranks  of 
the  unemployed.  Surely  it  is  better  to  keep  salaries  and  wages  and 
profits  in  our  home  communities,  in  our  own  province,  in  Canada,  to 
be  used  over  and  over  again,  than  to  siphon  the  dollars  off  quickly 
and  immediately  to  Toledo,  Ohio;  or  Milan,  Italy;  or  Tokyo  Japan  . 
There  are  enough  things  we  have  to  buy  afield,  because  we  can't 
possibly  make  them  in  Alberta,  or  in  Canada,  without  going  out  of 
our  way  to  purchase  things  we  can  make  for  ourselves. 

Don'tmisinterpretme  here.  I  am  NOT  advocating  that  we  direct 
our  purchasing  agents  to  cease  buying  forthwith  anything  with  a  foreign 
trademark — and  that  we  buy  "Alberta  Made"  or  "Canada  Made" 
irrespective  of  quality  or  price.  But  I  am  advocating  that  we  seriously 
weight  the  benefits  of  maintaining  local  (or  Canadian  purchasing 
power,  of  maintaining  local  or  Canadian  jobs,  or  local  or  Canadian 
tax  paying  ability,  each  time  we  make  a  purchase  or  let  a  contract. 
There  are  undoubtedly  times  when,  all  things  considered,  it  is  more 
economical  to  go  to  extraprovincial  sources.  I  am  only  saying  "Let's 
consider  all  the  factors.  " 

VITAL  ROLE  TO  FILL 

Now,  if  you  are  wondering  why  lam  plugging  this  "Buy  Alberta"- 
"Buy  Canada"  theme  so  vehemently,  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  because 
I  think  urban  administrators  have  such  a  vital  role  to  fill. 

1.  The  day  to  day  financing  of  municipal  operations  is  dependent 
on  the  general  prosperity  of  your  citizens.  Your  citizens  are  only 
prosperous  if  there  is  a  demand  for  their  goods  and  services,  and  if 
this  demand  keeps  money  flowing  locally. 

2.  You  each  embody  one  of  the  largest  single  demands  in  your 
community  for  goods  and  services  and  you  have  the  ultimate  respon- 
sibility of  deciding  where  you  will  purchase  them. 

3.  You  must  face  the  fact  that  people  will  continue  to  congregate 
in  ever  increasing  numbers  within  your  municipalities.  These  people 
will  either  produce  goods  and  services,,  or  they  will  be  supported  by 
the  rest  of  the  community.  It  is  in  the  general  interest  to  make  sure 
that  conditions  are  such  that  they  produce  goods  or  services  rather 
than  become  an  additional  burden  on  other  taxpayers. 

4.  They  will  expect  all  the  amenities  of  urban  life.  You,  and 
they,  can  only  pay  for  these  amenities  if  they  are  engaged  in  pro- 
ductive work.  Insofar  as  it  is  within  your  power,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  encourage  the  establishment  of  new  industries.  (To  Page  8) 
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EMPLOYMENT  and  INDUSTRY 
(From  Page  4) 

5.  In  this  vein,  never  lose  sight  of  the  assistance  and  backing 
you  can  give  your  Industrial  Commissioners  as  they  endeavor  to  en- 
courage the  development  of  new  industries.  A  new  industry  is  not  only 
a  new  piece  of  taxable  property;  it  is  a  livelihood  for  a  group  of  your 
citizens.  As  those  citizens  are  almost  certain  to  be  there  anyway 
(since  we  tend  to  be  an  urban  people)  it  is  up  to  you  and  to  all  of  us, 
to  ensure  that  all  citizens  are  taxpayers  and  not  tax  recipients. 

6.  Alberta  has  an  expanding  industrial  base  now.  Since  the  war 
approximately  $1  billion  has  been  invested  in  manufacturing  plant 
facilities.  Each  new  plant  established  makes  it  that  much  easier  to 
estabi ish  another.  We  wouldn 't  have  polythene  pipe  plants  without  the 
plant  to  produce  polythene .  Rubber  tire  plants  could  lead  to  the  est- 
ablishment of  a  rubber  producing  plant. 

Think  of  the  many  Alberta  made  products  which  you  can  purchase 
locally  now  and  which  we  hod  to  go  far  afield  for  before  the  war: 
plywood,  plastic  pipe,  cement,  iron  pipe,  house  insulation,  potato 
chips,  lubricating  oil  sulphuric  acid,  asphalt,  house  trailers,  nails, 
explosives,  fertilizers,  paper  cups,  I ighting  fixtures,  a  wide  range 
of  furniture,  margarine  —  and  I  could  go  on.  Each  represents  tax- 
paying  property  and  a  host  of  individual  taxpayers. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  each  time  you  purchase  a  Canadian  made 
product,  roughly  $1  out  of  every  $4of  the  cost  goes  to  manufacturers 
salaries  or  wages.  Assuming  on  average  wage  earner  income  of  $5000 
per  annum,  every  time  you  make  a  $20,000  purchase  you  have  pro- 
vided one  man  with  work  for  one  year. 

Our  glamorized  oil  industry,  which  has  invested  close  to  $4 
billion  in  Alberta  since  1947,  is  providing  direct  employment  for 
approximately  20,000  persons  annually.  The  $1  billion  invested  in 
new  manufacturing  plants  since  1947  is  providing  work  for  20,000 


7.  Alberta  geographical  ly  and  population  wise,  is  central  in  the 
western  Canada  market.  Fortunately  we  have  estabi  ished  a  favorable 
business  and  industrial  climate.  We  are  reasonably  assured  of  con- 
tinuing economic  growth.  We  are  in  a  position  to  develop  at  an  even 
more  rapid  rate  in  the  next  decade  if  we  make  the  proper  efforts  and 
take  full  advantage  of  our  opportunities. 

NECESSITY  RATHER  THAN  DREAM 

Industrial  development  is  not  just  a  slogan  or  a  dream;  it  is  a 
necessity:  to  provide  work  for  your  children  and  mine;  to  provide 
work  for  your  friends  and  neighbors  and  mine;  to  provide  taxable 
properties  which  will  maintain  the  urban  amenities  you  have  to  pro- 
vide; to  support  taxable  citizens  in  your  communities.  They  are  going 
to  expect  those  amenities  whether  as  citizens  they  are  taxable  or  not. 

As  individuals  or  as  corporations,  we  cast  a  vote  favoring  either 
local  or  foreign  prosperity  every  time  we  make  a  purchase.  As  in- 
dividuals or  as  corporations,  we  make  decisions  each  time  we  make 
a  purchase  as  to  whether  our  children,  our  neighbors,  our  friends, 
shall  be  able  to  live  in  our  own  community  or  whether  they  must  go 
elsewhere.  The  effect  of  each  of  these  daily  decisions  are  all  too 
seldom  considered  seriously.  Let  me  suggest  that  we  should  consider 
the  need  for  encouraging  further  local  industrial  development.  Our 
prosperity  depends  upon  it.  • 
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YEAR-END  REVIEW 
(From  Page  1) 

Our  staff  has,  on  request  of  other  Departments,  devoted  consider- 
able time  during  the  past  year  to  the  appraisal  of  provincial  ly-owned 
properties.  An  extensive  survey  by  personnel  from  this  Office  is  now 
nearing  completion  covering  the  appraisal  of  properties  in  the  Notional 
Parks  of  Al  berta  which  has  been  undertaken  at  therequestof  the  senior 
government. 

The  problems  which  have  developed  as  o  result  of  the  proposed 
annexation  of  certain  areas  by  the  City  of  Edmonton  as  well  as  those 
resulting  from  the  consideration  being  given  to  the  taxation  of  industry 
and  pipe  lines  has  required  considerable  time  and  effort  by  this  Office 
in  the  submission  of  briefs  and  the  compilation  of  statistical  data  re- 
lating to  these  subjects. 

Inspectors  of  Assessment  have  carried  out  inspections  and  sub- 
mitted reports,  in  respect  of  fifty  urban  municipalities  including  four 
cities,  wherein  properties  were  reassessed  during  1959-60  in  accord- 
ance with  the  1959  Assessment  Manual. 

J.B.  Laidlaw,  Assessment  Commissioner 

*  *  *  * 

ALBERTA  ASSESSMENT  EQUALIZATION  BOARD 

Since  its  appointment  in  the  year  1957  the  Assessment  Equal- 
ization Board  has  determined  an  equalized  assessment  in  respect  to 
every  municipality  in  the  Province  in  each  of  the  years  1958,  1959 
and  1960. 

Equalized  assessments  as  determined  by  the  Board  have,  in  each 
of  the  years  mentioned,  been  prescribed  by  Order  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  inCouncil  for  purposes  of  The  Hospital- 
ization Benefits  Act  and  for  that  purpose  only  . 
Legislation  was  enacted  in  I960  by  way  of  amend- 
ments to  The  School  Act  and  The  Municipal  Hos- 
pitals Act  which  when  proclaimed  will  require 
municipalities  to  use  the  equalized  assessment  of 
the  municipality  as  determined  by  the  Assessment 
Equalization  Board,  when  completing  their  certi- 
ficate of  assessment  to  the  school  division,  school 
district  or  hospital  board. 

Equalized  assessments  as  determined  by  this  Board  have  to  date 
represented  the  total  assessment  of  a  municipal  ity  adjusted  to  a  degree 
required  to  reflect  assessments  of  that  municipality  on  abasis  common 
with  that  of  all  other  municipalities  in  the  Province. 

It  has,  since  their  appointment,  been  the  objective  of  the  Board 
to  improve  the  practices  and  procedures  followed  in  the  equalization 
of  assessments  in  order  to  assure  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  equity. 
Our  efforts  this  year  were  intensified  by  utilizing  the  services  of  the 
Research  Branch  of  the  Department  in  an  endeavor  to  establish  the 
sales  assessment  ratio  applying  in  all  municipalities.  Completion  of 
this  program  will,  in  our  opinion,  enable  the  Board  members  to  make 
more  solid,  reliable  judgments  in  adjusting  assessment  totals  of  mun- 
icipalities for  purposes  of  equalization.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
program  will  have  been  developed  by  1962  to  the  point  which  will 
permit  incorporation  of  this  factor  in  our  equalization  procedures  for 
that  year.  J.H.  Todrick,  Secretary-Member 

*  *  *  * 
ASSESSMENT  BRANCH 

The  assessment  year  1960  has  been  a  very  busy  one  for  the  Assess- 
ment Branch. 

Assessment  service  was  extended  to  three  more  towns  in  the 
Province  and  continued  requests  from  municipal- 
ities for  branch  service  has  necessitated  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  assessment  personnel .  Under 
the  provisions  of  The  Industries  and  Uti  I  ities  Assess- 
ment Act  a  prel  iminary  assessment  survey  was  con- 
ducted by  senior  members  of  the  Branch. 

Branch  assessors  made  a  general  assessment  in 
DawsonCity,  Y.T.,  for  the  first  time  and  returned 
with  a  wealth  of  northern  history  and  an  experience  they  will  long 
remember. 

Fifty-five  general  assessments  in  towns  and  villages  have  been 
undertaken  by  the  Assessment  Branch  for  1960  as  well  as  assistance  to 
the  City  of  Lethbridgein  the  general  assessment  of  buildings  and  im- 
provements located  within  its  boundaries.  Upon  completion  of  general 
assessments  throughout  the  Province,  forty-seven  per  cent  of  the  towns 
and  villages  will  have  their  assessments  based  on  the  new  Provincial 
Manual . 

No  lessening  of  assessment  services  appears  likely  in  the  near 


future  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  the  Assessment  Branch  embarking 
into  active  participation  in  the  rural  assessment  field. 

P.H.  Cordery,  Asst.  Supervisor  of  Assessments 

*  *  *  * 

ASSESSMENT  APPEAL  BOARD 

During  1960  the  Alberta  Assessment  Appeal  Board  has  heldhear- 
ings  in  the  offices  of  over  one  hundred  and  eight  municipalities,  and 
has  heard  and  decided  about  five  hundred  appeals  involving  approxi- 
mately seven  hundred  individual  assessments.  Each  appeal  represents 
on  aggrieved  taxpayer,  and  while  most  of  us  accept  high  taxes  as 
necessary  if  our  governments  are  to  provide  essential  services,  the 
individual  who  feels  that  he  is  being  asked  to  con- 
J"^-  tribute  more  than  his  fair  share  is  apt  to  take  a  dim 

view  notonly  of  his  tax  bill  butalso  of  the  admin- 
,  1  istration  of  the  municipality  making  the  levy.  In 

/'■'K  many  such  cases  the  Board  finds  that  whether  or 

not  the  assessment  requires  adjustment,  an  ex- 
planation of  the  methods  by  which  the  assessment 
has  been  determined  will  assure  the  taxpayer  that 
he  has  been  fairly  treated  -  even  If  the  taxes  are 
still  too  high! 

In  the  work  of  the  Board,  as  they  shoul  d  be  in  all  phases  pf  govern- 
ment service,  good  public  relations  are  kept  in  mind  at  all  times. 

Looking  forward  to  1961  we  expect  even  greater  opportunities  to 
be  of  service  to  the  municipalities  and  individual  ratepayers.  Re- 
vision of  the  legislation  governing  assessment  and  taxation,  suggested 
changes  in  the  assessment  of  industries  and  the  possibil  ity  of  municipal 
taxation  of  utilities  will  bring  new  problems  which  the  Board  may 
have  a  part  in  dec'^^ing,  but  these  are  changes  which  are  part  and 
parcel  of  progres''  towards  even  better  times  for  our  Province.  It  is 
with  confidence  in  the  future  that  the  Assessment  Appeal  Board  ex- 
tends to  all  its  best  wishes  for  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

E.F.  Breach,  Chairman 

*  *  *  * 
FIELD  SERVICE  BRANCH 

Field  Service  Branch  activities  during  the  year  1960  increased 
in  every  phase  of  its  work.  General  assessments  under  the  new  manual 
were  completed  in  three  improvement  districts  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  new  general  farm  land  assessment  com- 
pleted for  the  Special  Areas  will  be  brought  to  the 
roll  in  1961. 

In  all  improvement  districts,  assessment  of 
"crown  occupied"  parcels  is  underway.  This  will 
mean  an  addition  of  20,000  parcels  to  the  exempt 
rolls  the  values  of  which  are  required  for  grant 
purposes. 

During  the  year,  changes  in  the  High  Prairie,  Peace  River,  and 
Spirit  River  inspectorate  boundaries  were  made,  bringing  about  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  work  load  for  the  inspectors  concerned. 

Hamlet  administration  problems  have  also  increased.  It  is  noted 
that  there  are  approximately  60  hamlets  in  which  we  deal  with  matters 
of  health,  waste  disposal,  street  lighting,  fire  protection,  water 
supplies,  sidewalks  and  streets. 

In  Public  Trustee  matters,  the  Branch  completed  251  appraisals 
to  the  end  of  November.  These  appraisals  involved  inspections  in 
cities,  towns  and  villages,  counties  and  municipal  districts  and  im- 
provement districts  throughout  the  Province. 

In  information  forwarded  to  all  municipal  districts  relative  to 
drilling  wells  completed  or  underway  for  taxation  purposes,  there 
were  2,250  wells  processed  by  the  Branch. 

It  is  noted  the  Branch  makes  approximately  20,000  assessment 
roll  changes  in  the  year.  In  the  matter  of  well  heads  only,  our  In- 
dustrial Assessor  field  checks  2,500  well  heads. 

There  was  again  a  substantial  increase  in  Farm  Purchase  Credit 
Act  loan  applications.  Another  Service  Board  has  been  formed,  bring- 
ing the  number  of  these  in  improvement  districts  to  seven,  and  Bru- 
cellosis Control  has  again  increased. 

There  are  now  eight  improvement  districts  that  have  Advisory 
Committees  formed.  A  total  of  1 4  publ  ic  meetings  on  municipal  matters 
were  held  in  these  districts. 

Grants  for  Municipal  Park  purposes  and  Recreational  Facilities 
grants  in  hamlets  have  been  assigned  to  this  Branch  for  disbursement. 

We  look  forward  to  an  equally  busy  year  in  1961. 

A.R.  Isbister,  Supervisor 

*  *  *  *  (To  Page  10) 
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TAX  RECOVERY 

During  the  post  year  collections  and  sales  generally  have  been 
favorable  and  there  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  Tax  Recovery  land 
throughout  the  Province,  both  farm  property  and  urban  lots.  In  mun- 
icipalities and  improvement  districts  there  have 
been  approximately  500  private  sales  which  brought 
in  a  purchase  price  of  $387,070.68  and  has  re- 
sulted in  that  many  additional  parcels  being  added  j 
to  assessment  rolls. 

During  the  past  year  126  sales  have  been  pro- 
cessed under  The  Farm  Purchase  Credit  Act  in  im- 
provement districts  and  Special  Areas,  the  total 
sales  being  $1,523,000.  Collections  in  Special  Areas  have  been 
reasonably  good,  the  Branch  having  processed  $560,000  in  grazing 
rentals  and  crop  shares.  Seventy  applications  for  right  of  entry  for 
well  sites  and  73  pipelines  agreements  were  granted. 

The  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  have  agreed  to  cancel 
all  remaining  seed  and  grain  and  agricultural  relief  that  was  issued 
jointly  prior  to  1923.  The  Federal  Government  has  cancelled  the  re- 
maining Dominion  advances  issued  prior  to  1923.  As  a  result  of  this 
action  all  seed  grain  relief,  feed  and  fodder  and  fuel  oil  issued  prior 
and  including  1935  have  now  been  cancelled. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  current  year  will  be  as  favorable  as  the 
past  providing  business  trends  remain  approximately  the  same  and  the 
farmers  are  favored  with  a  reasonably  good  crop. 

K.C.  Switzer,  Supervisor 

•k  -k  -k  i( 

ACCOUNTS  BRANCH 

During  1960  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been 
given  to  the  programming  of  our  work  in  order  that 
conversion  to  the  new  computer  may  be  mode  upon 
its  arrival.  Conversion  to  the  computer  requires  a 
number  of  changes  in  procedure  and  during  1961  , 
when  the  programming  has  been  completed,  the 
staff  of  al  I  sections  of  the  Branch  will  be  instructed 
in  all  phases  of  the  new  procedure. 


It  is  anticipated  that  upon  completion  of  the  conversion  we  will 
be  in  a  position  to  give  better  service  both  to  the  public  and  to  our 
district  offices.  D.  R.  Watson,  Dept'l  Secretary-Accountant 

PERSONNEL  OFFICE  *         *         *  * 

The  Personnel  Office  for  the  Department  has  been  extremely  busy 
during  the  past  year.  We  have  handled  59  appointments  and  32  re- 
signations, the  total  staff  to  date  being  343  employees. 

The  implementation  of  the  new  position  class- 
ification plan  has  required  the  modification  of  forms 
and  procedures  and  in  addition  thereto  the  calcu- 
lation of  retroactive  pay  for  many  of  the  employees. 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  not  be  any 
let-up  in  the  new  year  due  to  the  proposed  staff 
increases  in  the    Assessment    and  Field  Service 
Branches  and  the  hearing  of  appeals  before  the  Classification  Appeal 
Board.  W.H.  Kinsman,  Personnel  Officer 

MUNICIPAL  INSPECTION  BRANCH 

This  Branch  has  been  very  active  during  the  past  year.  In  add- 
ition to  making  the  usual  290  inspections  of  municipal  offices  and  the 
completion  of  the  annual  report,  applications  under  the  winter  works 
incentive  program  have  increased  from  373  in  the  1959-60  year  to 
well  over  500  for  1960-61.  This  would  indicate 
^         \  that  more  projects  are  being  carried  out  in  the 

winter  months  in  order  to  reduce  the  number  of  un- 
employed during  the  slack  employment  period. 


Three  villages  were  incorporated  on  January 
1,  1960.  Ministerial  Orders  have  been  issued  in- 
corporating two  new  villages  effective  January  1, 
%  1961.    There  are  three  more  applications  being 

considered  at  the  present  time.  Orders  have  been  issued  setting  up 
five  more  counties. 

On  September  8,  last,  the  first  regional  meeting  of  secretary- 
treasurers  and  councillors  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  vicinity  of 
Crossfield  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Harry  May,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Village  of  Crossfield.  This  meeting  was  held  in  Crossfield  with  re- 
presentatives from  17  towns  and  villages  being  present  in  addition  to 
members  from  the  Department.  Those  attending  were  of  the  opinion 
that  it  was  an  excellent  meeting  and  made  arrangements  to  hold  such 
a  meeting  again  next  year. 

From  the  interest  shown  and  the  enquiries  received,  it  is  antici- 


pated that  more  of  this  type  of  meeting  will  in  all  likelihood  be  held 
in  1961.  Bruce  Ramsay,  Chief  Municipal  Inspector 

TOWN  and  RURAL  PLANNING 

After  the  appointment  of  the  writer  early  in  February  of  I960,  a 
complete  office  reorganization  was  embarked  upon  to  cover  a  two  year 
fiscal  period.  To  date,  eight  new  appointments  have  been  mode  and 
subject  to  the  1961-62  fiscal  budget,  a  further  six  appointments  may 
be  made,  bringing  the  total  staff  to  33  personnel.  Late  in  the  year, 
we  learned  that  the  Branch  together  with  all  other  Branches  of  Mun- 
icipal Affairs  will  move  to  newoffice  quarters  in  the  Sun  Building  on 
108th  Street  and  104th  Avenue.  Plans  for  a  remodel  I  ing  of  the  build- 
ing are  now  complete  and  we  expect  to  move  early 
in  the  new  year.  Our  new  offices,  together  with 
the  staff  reorganization  plan  have  been  conceived 
on  the  basis  of  a  continually  increasing  planning 
service  demanded  of  us  from  all  parts  of  the 
Province. 

In  June  of  last  year  the  Province  formally  in- 
troduced the  new  Subdivision  and  Transfer  Regu- 
lations 185-60,  replacing  the  old  regulations  88-57.  After  a  period 
of  four  or  five  months  applying  the  new  regulations,  as  well  as  deal- 
ing with  previous  applications  under  the  old  regulations,  we  antici- 
pate an  increase  in  efficiency  in  the  handling  of  these  applications 
and  a  lessening  in  delay  in  their  processing. 

The  Provincial  Planning  Advisory  Board's  activities  also  continue 
to  increase  phenomenally.  In  the  recent  nine  month  period,  the  Board 
has  held  more  than  one  meeting  every  week,  a  total  of  forty  meetings 
at  the  time  of  writing.  During  this  period,  364  Board  Orders  were 
issued,  106  were  with  respect  to  developmental  appeals  (mostly  from 
decisions  of  Edmonton  City  Council),  the  remainder  covering  sub- 
division appeals,  waivers  of  the  new  Alberta  Subdivision  and  Transfer 
Regulations  and  other  miscellaneous  policy  matters. 

1960  brought  the  addition  of  a  new  district  planning  commission 
known  as  the  Battle  River  District  Planning  Commission  covering  the 
areas  around  Camrose,  Wetaskiwin,  Ponoka,  etc.  This  brings  the 
number  of  district  planning  commissions  in  the  Province  to  seven. 

We  look  forward  to  1961  with  confidence  in  meeting  the  challenge 
imposed  upon  us  by  the  increasing  incidence  of  development  across 
the  Province.  Noel  Dant,  Director 

SPECIAL  AREAS  BOARD 

The  administration  and  servicing  of  the  Special  Areas  is  carried 
out  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  three-member  Board  with  headquarters 
at  Hanna,  and  district  offices  located  at  Oyen  and  Consort.  Shops 
and  the  Pleasantview  Home  are  located  at  Youngstown  and  staff 
members  are  stationed  at  that  point. 

Currently  the  employees  number  forty-four  civil  servants,  twenty- 
four  of  whom  are  on  year  round  wages.  During  the  road  construction 
season  approximately  thirty  additional  employees 
are  hired  on  a  seasonal  basis. 
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In  1960,  the  construction  covered  290  miles 
of  road  and  120  miles  were  gravelled.  There  are 
thirty-nine  pieces  of  heavy  road  construction 
equipment,  together  with  service  trucks  and  bunk 
houses  owned  by  the  Special  Areas,  and  in  add- 
ition some  contract  work  is  let  each  season.  All  of  ' 
this  equipment  is  completely  overhauled  and  serviced  during  thewinter 
months  at  the  Youngstown  Shops.  Snow  plowing  on  municipal  roads 
is  provided  for  by  local  snow  plow  clubs  to  which  the  Board  pays  a 
grant  on  the  basis  of  a  maximum  of  $500.00  per  winter  to  each  club  , 
calculated  at  a  rate  of  $4.00  per  hour  to  a  maximum  of  125  hours. 

The  year  I960  in  the  Special  Areas  was  dry,  and  with  little  or 
no  reserve  of  moisture,  the  crop  and  grass  growth  was  light.  With  no 
spring  run-off,  stock  watering  has  become  a  problem  for  many  of  our 
lease  holders.  With  fair  reserves  of  grass  over  most  of  the  Area,  the 
cattle  are  going  into  the  winter  generally  in  good  condition  but  an 
early  or  severe  winter  could  mean  a  feed  shortage.  We  had  approxi- 
mately 6,000  head  of  cattle  in  our  four  Community  Pastures  in  1960 
and  should  be  able  to  accommodate  an  equal  amount  in  1961.  We 
provide  a  resident  Range  Rider  in  each  Pasture.  Due  to  shortage  of 
water  the  irrigation  of  plots  in  the  Cessford  area  was  restricted  to  a 
period  of  10  days. 

During  the  year  the  two  Farm  Purchase  Boards  held  14  meetings 
and  dealt  with  26  applications.  The  credit  facilities  provided  to  our 
residents  have  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  young  farmers  on 
economic  units,  and  have  also  assisted  some  of  our  senior  citizens 
with  funds  toward  retirement.  C.  W.  Edwards,  Chairman 


